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Picturesque: The watery canals of this town 
amongst the buildings are a visual treat. 

stunning.SIMPLY



pastor
In our recently concluded
message series, Back to the
Future, I said this: 

we can’t go back to before, 
we can only go forward. 

There is no denying that the
challenges of the past two years
have been enormous. But so
have the opportunities to see
our lives, our world and our
faith in new ways. At St. Pius X
Church, we embraced
technology for online worship,
educating our parishioners,
assisting those in need and
experiencing community. As
hard as life has been, St. Pius X
Church remained true to our
vision to be a parish that
believes everyone is welcome
because everyone matters. A
parish that is growing through
ministries and programs which
are attractive to newcomers -
especially to families with
children. A parish that is
outward facing and inviting to
all the unchurched and             
 de-churched in and beyond
Bowie.

FROM OUR

I can’t foresee with any
accuracy what life after Covid
will look like, but I can predict
that God will be with us and
that the Holy Spirit will
continue to move hearts and
draw individuals to Christ. I
believe this is the church you
want, and your commitment to
financial support makes it all
possible.

This annual report provides an
accurate picture of the state of
our parish over the past year. 
 The good news is that our
financial position is strong. The
generosity of our members
enabled us to carry out our
mission during very uncertain
times. Imagine how much more
is possible with each of us
committed to regular financial
support! We can expand our
online offerings, further our
programs for kids and students,
provide more opportunities for
community, and assist more of
our brothers and sisters in
need. 

If you have not been a
regular giver, 

please start giving. 
 

If you are a regular giver,
I ask you to prayerfully

consider increasing your
support.  

And I encourage you to enroll
in electronic giving through
Faith Direct using one of the
four ways below.

Let me close by thanking you
for taking the time to read this
letter and for considering my
request.    I know there are
bright days ahead and I am
confident in Christ’s vision for
his Church.

Together let us
continue to joyfully
make disciples for
Christ’s Kingdom 

in and beyond 
Bowie, Maryland. 

Rev. Michael Jones

spxbowie.org/give
Parish Code: MD 712

Call 1.866.507.8757
Parish Code: MD 712

Text 'enroll' to
301.265.3030

On our Website Call Faith Direct Text to Give Scan with Camera



SOME Ministry continues to thrive despite the pandemic.    SPX is one of only three PAM
(Provide A Meal ) groups that have continued to supply food to SOME used to provide
meals for the poor.   As a parish, we have continued to supply sandwiches.  Many times
the sandwich was the individual's second and last meal of the day.  This has been more
critical during the pandemic as the sandwiches are handed at all hours of the day and
assists many folks who were not receiving meals at the normal scheduled times. 
 Personally, SOME continues to reaffirm the faithfulness of our parish and inspires me
that doing small acts of love amount to great signs of the Lord's work.

Stories of faith ...
While knitting shawls this year, I have become more aware of the fact that people are
not just getting ill, but they are experiencing loneliness, depression, and hopelessness.
My faith has grown by being more understanding of others especially those with needs
and illnesses that are not necessarily physical. The pandemic has brought to light so
many issues that are normally overlooked in our society and has made me more
empathetic of those around me as you never know who is struggling. This past year has
been humbling, and serving others has strengthened my faith knowing that a small
gesture can make such a difference in someone’s life.

Arlene
Futch

Leo
Green, Jr.

When St. Pius X reopened last year, the parish provided a container outside the
school for parishioners to donate to the Sharing Pantry. Before we returned to
weekend Mass after our COVID vaccinations we took advantage of this drive-up
and contactless means to resume our donations to this worthwhile cause.
Thankfully the Pantry’s stock of food items was sufficient to meet the number of
requests for assistance received.

Mike & Madonna
Chernesky

The mid-week moments were my connection to SPX.  Jen kept me inspired and gave us
the best tools to use to discover Christ even after the Mass. - especially with Bowie Bobs
and Barbs!  I used her techniques for starting conversations about church and God.  
I think I made a breakthrough with a family member!  The musical introduction before
always brought tears to my eyes, then her gentle loving voice spoke truth into existence!Linda 

Brown



This year has been the second time I attended Alpha. The first time I was just a
participant. This time I had the opportunity to lead one of the breakout rooms along with
my husband Jean. I can tell you, this time, Alpha has had a profound impact on me
especially during the Holly Spirit section of the Alpha retreat. Right in the middle of it,
during prayer, I suddenly felt a deep spiritual connection with the Holy Spirit. It was kind
of being in a deep state of peace for a few minutes, something difficult to explain. I felt
like this experience truly strengthens my faith as a Christian, and as a member of St. Pius. 

... made possible by you

The pandemic changed so many facets of our lives. Things we once took for granted,
like hugging family members, going out to dinner with friends, and attending Mass
matter so much more than we ever realized. I cried tears of joy at the first online Mass.
Father Mike's words comforted me in a profound way that perhaps I hadn’t felt before.
The beautiful music filled my soul. It was just what I needed. Amidst the confusion and
loss of the pandemic, St. Pius brought me joy, the joy of Christ. When I was finally able
to receive the Eucharist via Drive Up Communion, I cried tears of joy again. I'm so
grateful that St. Pius was able to adapt so that we didn't lose our Church community
and our ability to celebrate Mass together. 

Jackie
Greening

Olga
Gabriel

I was totally impressed with how well organized the trial Mass was put together, 
I felt safe in church right away, from start to finish. I always wanted to be a greeter
anyway.  Due to being a member of the choir and working on the welcoming
committee, it was not the right time. One Sunday Jen Mayer ask to speak to me. 
She asked me to join the team, Right away I said yes! Suzanne asked me one Sunday
if I would be interested in being a part of EMHCs. This is a true honor to serve the
Eucharist. The first time I was so blessed to give the Communion out, my cup over
flowed, my tears streamed down my face with real "Joy!"  God has the final say!

Sharon
DeSilva

I've been a cantor and member of the 11:30 choir for years.  When we first re-opened 
and weren't able to have sung music at the public Masses, I knew that I still wanted to
find a way to serve.  Stepping into the new Host Ministry was a great way to stay
connected to the community and serve during this hard time.  Once cantors were able 
to start singing I was happy to step back into that, but still enjoyed being part of the Host
Team when I wasn't singing.  Grateful to have been part of the reopening team!

Michael
Bunce



July 2020 - June 2021
INCOME
Offertory & ABC (Academics, Buildings & Capital Improvements)
Other Collections

Christmas, Easter, Contributions & Donations, Interest Income, 
Holy Days, Funerals, Mass Offerings, Miscellaneous Income

KidMin Tuition
Sharing Pantry Monetary Donations
Poor Box Offerings

656,184.17
 

194,702.43
 

2,870.00
5,275.00

158.00
859,189.60

EXPENSES
Parish Life & Worship

Liturgies, SLAM, Music Ministry, Friday Night Praise, Child Care, Socials
Clergy

salary, benefits, residence, visiting priests
Faith Formation

Kids & Students - KidMin, Middle School Ministry, Preschool
Adults - Small Groups, Becoming Catholic, Bible Study, Alpha

Social Concerns
Sharing Pantry, Gabriel Network, Habitat for Humanity, Youth & Young
Adult Mission Trips, Honduras Mission Trip, Assumption Church, 
Some Others Might Eat, Helping Out People with Emergencies

Administration
Rectory salaries, Envelope Sets, Phone & Copier Contracts, Office
expenses, Catholic Standard newspaper, Archdiocesan payroll system fees

Plant & Grounds
repair & maintenance, utilities, trash, landscaping, janitorial services,
property insurance

Archdiocesan Assessments
15% of Offertory and ABC, as required by Archdiocese of Washington

School Support
5% of Offertory and ABC, as required by Archdiocese of Washington

24,875.51,
 

100,520.67
 

179,485.77
 
 

33,018.22
 
 
 

116,950.41
 
 

91,166.32
 
 

100,012.66
 

33,337.56

 
779,367.12

RESERVES
Balance 6/30/20
Fiscal Year 2021 Net Income
2021 Capital Expenses (Church share of roof replacements)
Balance 6/30/21

67,660.68
79,822.48

-13,155.16
134,328.00

Our separate Tech Appeal raised $20,900, all of which was used to
upgrade technology needed for our Online Worship.



Parish Census data as of 6/30/21
New Families this year
Total Registered Families

26
 1059

Led by Love Capital Campaign
Monies available for future Phases 651,736.58

Sacraments Celebrated
Average Weekly Mass Attendance (count in October 2020)
      includes in-person, YouTube & SPX Online
Baptism
First Communion
First Reconciliation
Confirmation
Matrimony
Funerals

741
 

13
62
62
42

3
19

Ministries (weekly participation)
SLAM (children's worship program) - average weekly views online
KidMin (Religious Education, K - 5) enrollment
MSM (Middle School Ministry) enrollment
PreK Online Classroom
Summit Students (Becoming Catholic for Kids & Students) enrollment
Small Groups - New participants in zoom, facebook & drop-in groups
Small Groups - continued participation from exisitn groups
ALPHA Online

25
 58
21
10
15

137
64
30

Communications
Website       average of 6,034 visits per month by 4,600 unique users from 10 countries
Facebook     reached over 40,000 people from 10 countries, 636 page likes
Instagram     reached over 1, 100 people from 4 countries, 393 followers
Ebulletin       sent to 1,675 people each week

(as of  6/30/21)



thank you for your generosity

These are just a few examples of
how your generosity impacts
both our parish and local
community throughout the year!

WHERE YOUR GIVING GOES

Giving Tree
$8k+
to Assumption
Church

$2k+
to Bowie Interfaith
Food Pantry

5k+ 12k+
diapers & wipes

Families
Helping
Families

$10k+
to Assumption
Church & the
Bowie Interfaith
Food Pantry

to the Gabriel
Project

50%
increase of 2019
donations

100 
turkeys to St.
Joseph's Parish

60%
increase of 2019
donations

Equipment was
purchased, staff and
volunters traind to 
help us produce Online
Mass while the church
building was closed.

people joined us for 
Christmas Mass 
online

1k+

133

Christmas

Christmas Eve Mass 
Kits enabled full, 
active participation 
at home

50+

times that SLAM - 
our children's 
worship program - 
has been watched

50+ cars came through Drive Up Communion  for

52 weeks to receive the Eucharist

12
carseat & strollers

1k+

people contributed
to making virtual
choir videos for
Christmas Masses

drop-offs to Kids' &
Students' homes for
Halloween and
Christmas in 5 cities

76

hours spent by the 
staff on Zoom 
meeting, planning
and praying

250+

seats were reserved
for Masses using
Eventbrite

5041



Initially we had reservations about being part of the host team, but felt that our
parishioners needed to see our parish reaching out to meet them no matter where
they were at in their comfort level with COVID protocols.  The best part about
being part of the host team was seeing the joy and appreciation in their faces when
they received communion in our drive-through services or when they came back to
mass in person for the first time.  Acknowledging people in line with a smile or by
name as they walked through the door made us feel like we were part of creating a
greater sense of community. We enjoyed our parish before, but love it even more
now having served on the host team.

Jim & Debbie
Pierson

Helping out with the Holy Week Kits was a great experience. It was the first time
that I physically came to church since the pandemic started. It was nice connecting
with old friends and I was also able to make some new connections that evening.
This experience also reinforces the importance of faith and community. 

Jessica
Perez

Being a part of the team of lectors who helped with the online Masses at St. Pius
has been such a blessing for me. I always enjoyed serving as a lector, and I am
grateful to God for using me to serve our community. However, lectoring during
the online Masses brought me an unexpected sense of peace during the dark days
of the pandemic. I was in awe at how the Holy Spirit brought the entire St. Pius
staff, our pastor, deacon, Communications and Liturgy staff together to continue
to spread the Gospel in a new medium. Serving as an online prayer minister during
the Masses was just an honor. There was such a need to connect with each other
and God answered our needs through prayer and worship. 

Cassandra
Shieh

Serving as the pianist in the music ministry at St Pius during the pandemic has
absolutely saved my faith from disappearing during the isolation of COVID 19.
Without getting to play at Mass, pray the words of the songs, hear Fr Mike’s
homily, and receive communion, I imagine I wouldn’t have still tried to watch
church. It’s been a lifesaver for me and I’m very lucky to have been a part of
such a wonderful group ministering to the people of our church. My grandma
always says “God has a plan” and I’m so grateful that the plan allowed me to
continue playing through the pandemic so I could grow closer with the "praise
ladies" and continue ministering at this remarkable and welcoming church that
keeps adapting to whatever the world throws at us!

Dale
Gray

WHO YOUR GIVING IMPACTS



SPX has become my home at a lightning pace.  When my previous parish didn't
mention or do anything when George Floyd was murdered, I was floored.   I knew I
needed to find a parish that actually took racial justice seriously and walked the
walk with respect to the Catholic Church's social teaching.   I went from falling in
love with SPX to being an online host, then on the racial justice committee, then
getting married in the parish, and then on the PPC all within the last year and a half
- Fr. Mike and the parish staff really know how to spot 'em! Even though online
hosting has ended, I appreciated the opportunity to virtually meet others and get a
feeling of routine during the pandemic (ex: seeing the same user names at 7:30AM
Mass).  I participated in the 4-week Open Wide our Hearts study that SPX put on
and was honored to be asked to be on the SJC.  As a committee I feel like we've
put on some really great and educational programs for the parish that have served
as a safe space for people to learn and grow, and we've talked a lot about making
what we do as the RJC sustainable so this can become a permanent, on-going part
of the parish. Getting to discuss current events and topics with the other
committee members and learning more about them and their perspectives has
(selfishly!) been such a blessing. 

In 2015 I received an email from Fr. Mike "encouraging" me to join a Men's Small
Group. I thank God every day for that email and for the experiences I have had the
privilege to be a part of as a member of our Men's Group these past 6 years. Our
Men's group is something I really look forward to weekly and every week I feel like
my faith has grown and my perspective on life and others has been changed for the
good. Our Men's group has also opened other opportunities to serve at St. Pius that
I may not have pursued if it wasn't for the impact of our group members. I am highly
indebted to the members of our group and the perspectives they have provided on
faith, our church, and life.

Mariadina
DiGennaroi

Hosting Online Mass was a perfect way for me to stay involved with St Pius X
during Covid. Being able to stay connected with other volunteers was a true
blessing, and chatting with other parishioners allowed me to get to know people
that I wouldn't usually meet during in-person Mass. It felt good to be able to
contribute, especially during the pandemic, and my faith grew as I continued to feel
like I was part of something bigger than myself. Bryanne

Mayhew

Steve
Erxleben





Pastoral Council

Finance Council

Brian D'Andrade

Jose Boluda

Donna Gamble
(Chair)

Janet Schrom
(School Principal)

Katie Lynn Summers
(Secretary)

Dave Tully 
(Chair)

Vivian UmehBright Ahaiwe Dan Summers

Brian Radziwill Joseph WhiteGemini Singh

Mariadina DiGennaro Jean Gabriel

Nicholas Acha Mary Dawn Blackmon

Tom Moehrle



Makayla Kogut
Weekend Maintenance

Assistant

Donna Gamble
Parish Secretary

Matthew Williams
Weekend Tech

Assistant

Staff

Suzanne Fanning
Weekend Coordinator

Melissa Marshall
Social Media
Coordinator

Kelsey Parks
SLAM Coordinator

Fr. Mike Jones
Pastor

Jen Mayer
Adult Discipleship

Coordinator

Jim Doyle
Deacon

Jen Buter
Kids & Students

Coordinator

Fr. Kevin Kennedy
Weekend Assistant

Patrick Skerpon
Technology Coordinator

Mike Mulroy
Facilities Manager

Jena Parks
Accountant

Katie Skerpon
Communications

Coordinator

Ruth Roth
Financial Assistant



WAYS TO GIVE

Give securely online at
spxbowie.org/give

Text2Give by texting
"enroll" to 301.265.3030

Use your offertory envelopes 
at Mass each weekend

Use your camera app to scan 
this QR Code to set-up online giving

our vision
To form disciples

in and beyond Bowie
who joyfully live out

the mission of Jesus Christ


